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Cover. The three photos are of a secret May 3 meeting 
between Southern Labor Union officials and two UMkA 
Brooks ide mmers. The 'miners ha’ve been on strike 
since last July after they voted in the UMWA in place 
ot SLU in this secret meeting, SLU officials gave 
the two miners each $140 and promised a total of 
$5000 if they broke the strike. The two miners 
warned the UM'WA of the meeting; photographs were 
taken and a tape record mg made. That evidence is 
being submitted to the NLRB with charges of unfair 
practices 
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SCAB UNION ATTEMPTS BRIBERY OF STRIKING MINERS.., 
cont tnued from page 10 

Their purpose is to claim the Highsplint miners 
are actually Brookside employees eligible to vote 
in a new union election at the Brookside mine, Ac- 
cording to labor law, the company is allowed to 
hold new elections If after ’One year a strike has 
not been settled. 

However, Duke will not be able to hold elections 
With an unfair labor practices suit in process a- 
ga in St them.. And, according to UMWA President Arnold 
Miller, "A vigorous, in-depth investigation by the 
NLRB of the unholy alliance between Duke Power Co,., 
the Southern Labor Union, and the Harlan County 
Coal Operators' Association will guarantee the coal 
miners tiT Eastern Kentucky the basic rights due 
them under federal law." 

The success of the Brookside strike is crucial 
for the UMWA's future in the coalLrich area of 
eastern Kentucky, where about 40% of the coal is 
produced by scab labor. 
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SAIGON TROOPS FORCE CIVILIANS TO CLEAR MINE FIELDS IN 
"PACIFICATION" OPERATION INTO PRG-HELD TERRITORY 

LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor’s note: The following article ^ dated 
March 26^ was written by Fhil Erickson^ an American 
church volunteer currently living in Quang Ngai 
province j South Vietnam. Erickson speaks fluent 
Vietnamese . ) 

QUANG NGAI, So« Vietnam (LNS)--Three battalions 
of South Vietnamese Rangers and ARVN troops were 
carrying out major military operations in late March 
to "pacify" and hold vast areas of Quang Ngai pro- 
vince. These areas have consistently been controlled 
by the National Liberation Front (NLF) for over ten 
years. 

An integral part of the operations is forcing 
civilian farmers from the region to precede the 
troops to clear away brush and trees which are laced 
with booby traps and mines. Scores of civilians have 
already been killed or injured in the three week 
old operations. 

The Paris Peace Accords expressly forbid one 
side to militarily encroach on territory controlled 
by the other side. International law also forbids 
the forcing of civilians to participate in military 
operations. Without revealing that he was using 
civilian farmers to clear mined land, a major said ' 

"We don't have a lot of bulldozers to clear the mines. 
We rely mostly on manpower." 

According to a Ranger battalion commander, the 
object of the operation is to organize the people 
presently living there into villages and hamlets 
under Saigon government control. A ranking officer 
predicted that the troops would stay in the area 
for at least six months. "We will pacify the area 
and build outposts which will in time be taken over 
by local military forces," he said. 


Since the entire region was long-controlled by 
the NLF, the guerrillas had extensively mined the 
perimeters of their military strongholds. Upon their 
arrival, the Ranger and Second Division units decid- 
ed to completely raze the countryside. This project 
of manual defoliation entails chopping down clusters 
of bamboo trees and growth of brush along fence rows, 
and is extremely dangerous because it Is within 
this foliage that the mines and booby traps are 
h I dden . 

To do this hazardous work, the South Vietnamese 
army units have conscripted local farmers and refugees 
to take machetes and hoes and blaze the way through 
the mined underbrush. In addition to sparing the 
troops from the risk of clearing the mine fields, 
some people said they believe that they are also 
being used as a buffer between the Saigon forces 
and the NLF. NLF guerr i 1 1 as will be hesitant to 
f i re on Saigon forces if local civilians stand be- 
tween the two sides. 

As yet it has been impossible to get reliable 
statistics of mi 1 i tary or civilian casualties. One 
officer said he estimated about 50 wounded and 10 
dead in the first two weeks of the operation. But 
what Is certain is that the Quang Ngai provincial 
hospital has received numerous civi 1 Ian casualties 
from the ARVN operations in the past few weeks. 

Em Yen is 13 years old. On March 10 she, along 
with many of her fel 1 ow villagers, went to clear the 
brush in the eastern Mo Due hamlet of Lam Ha. A mine 
exploded near the young girl. She now lies in a 
hospital bed with severe shrapnel wounds on her left 
hand and left foot. Her mother says that seven other 
persons were wounded by the mine at the same time as 
she. Two were killed. 

Yen was asked why she participated in the brush 
clearing. "If we didn't go," she said, "the soldiers 
would beat us." 


Saigon government loyalists refer to this type 
of operation as "pacification;" the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government (PRG) refer to i t as 
"landgrabbing." 

The villages being taken by these "pacifying" 
forces lie between Highway One and the South China 
Sea. A military officer now operating in Due Phuoc 
and Due Luong villages reported that Saigon govern- 
ment forces were unable to control the area for over 
a decade. "Up to I 963 there were strategic hamlets 
in the area, but since then it's not been pacified," 
he said. 

The Saigon army operation also entails the use 
of police and psychological warfare agents in ad- 
dition to the military troops. Another military of- 
ficial reported that the people who have been living 
in the area of the operation are being assembled and 
Interrogated to take out "undesirable elements." The 
people are then organized Into administrative struc- 
tures which can easily be controlled by the police. 

According to Vietnamese and American officials 
contacted, the military units Involved have made 
little contact with the NLF. There have been several 
guerrilla encounters but no major confrontations to 
date. However, despite the lack of full scale battle, 
casualties have been heavy in the operation — nearly 
all of them sustained from exploding mines 


Ong Dinh, 56 years old, along with many other 
villagers, was ordered to clear fritnes in Van Truong 
hamlet. He hit a mine and has been lying in the pro- 
vincial hospital for five days. Em Ba, 14 years old, 
has lain in the hospital five days with shrapnel 
in his back. 

The chief of one village west of Highway One, 
which is outside the area of military operations, re- 
ported that members of his village were being draft- 
ed to assist in the mine-clearing assignments. Many 
people believe that the drafting of innocent civilians 
itiay be employed in other parts of Quang Ngai province 
and even in neighboring provinces. 

In addition to being forced to clear areas 
with NLF mines, in some cases local villagers have 
been compelled to do the upkeep on the mine fields 
surrounding South Vietnamese military outposts. In 
An-Ky hamlet, not far from the notorious My-Lai 
hamlet, local farmers were recently coerced into 
clearing away shrub growth from around a South Viet- 
namese local mi 1 i t ia outpost . 

Bui-Thi-Loan and Nguyen-Th I -Nga , young country 
women aged 19 and 18 now lie in the emergency room 
of the Quang Ngai hospi tal because of such an oper- 
ation. Loan's body from neck to toe is pocked with 
bits of shrapnel from an exploding U.S. mine, one 
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mother said that In all 30 persons were injured, 
seven seriously. One person was killed. 
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BLACK WOMAN JUROR PREVENTS CONVICTION OF 

LEAVENWORTH BROTHER ON ASSAULT CHARGES 

TOPEKA, Kansas (LNS) --Odell Bennet, one of the 
Leavenworth Brothers, was convicted on May 9 of 
one count of "forcibly resisting, opposing, impeding, 
intimidating and interfering with a federal officer." 
He was found innocent by the jury on a similar count 
and a mis-tri^l was declared on two counts of assault. 

The charges all stemmed from an incident which 
took place at the U.S. Penitentiary at Leavenworth 
on August 22, 1973, three weeks after the Leavenworth 
Rebellion occurred. 

The rebellion, which took place on July 31 » came 
in the wake of more than a year of prisoner activity 
to obtain changes in conditions inside Leavenworth-- 
the largest federal penitentiary in the nation. At 
Issue was the freedom to read political books, an end 
to harassment of legal communication with lawyers, 
an end to racist behavior on the part of the neaffy- 
all white guard staff, anid improved medical care. 

The rebellion itself was sparked by the suspicious 
death of an inmate. 

On August 22, Bennett was to appear in federal 
court in connection with a suit he had brought 
against Leavenworth warden Loren Daggett. However, 
in order to leave the prison, Bennett was forced to 
submit to a digital rectal search. He refused and 
said he would drop the suit rather than submit to 
the "rape." 

However, he was eventually forced to submitt 
and went limp in protest. According to a fellow 
prisoner, Lester Pickens, who was in a cell near 
Bennett's at the time, "While I was in my cell kill- 
ing roaches and bugs, they came and beat on Odell." 

Because of this incident in which Bennett, who 
weighed 133 pounds at the time, was pitted against 
eight guards weighing between 200-220 (sounds apiece, 
Bennett was charged with two counts of assault and 
two counts of forcibly resisting arrest. 

The jury, which was made up of 10 women and 
2 men, voted 11-1 for conviction on the assault 
charges, thus causing a mis-trial. The only black 
juror, Lillian Moore, refused to believe that 
Bennett could assault the guards while in leg 
i rons and chains. 

Bennett faces three additional years for the 
conviction on the forcible resistance count, but 
has not been sentenced yet. His attorney says there 
will be an appea 1 . , 


ACTIVISTS POUR BLOOD OVER "FOOD FOR PEACE" FILES; 

CHARGE DIVERSION OF FUNDS TO SAIGON MILITARY 

WASHINGTON (LNS)--Two anti-war priests and two 
lay activists were arrested April 12 (Good Friday) 
after they invaded the South Vietnam Overseas Pro- 
curement Office in Washington and poured blood all 
over its files. 

"We accuse the United States and the government 
of South Vietnam of conspiring to misuse funds allcca- 
ted under the. Food for Peace program by pumping those 
millions into the defense budget of the Saigon regime, 
in direct violation of the Paris Peace accords and 
laws enacted by Congress," the group said in a 
statement after their arrest. 

The foui — Debbie Daniell, Rev. Ned Murphy, 

Rev. Michael Bucci , and Mitch Snyder — were charged 
with "destruction of the property of a foreign 
government residing in the U.S." — a federal felony. 
Hessel E. Kosters, the office's American liaison 
officer and an emp16yee of the Agency for Internation- 
al Development, personally grabbed Daniell 's blood- 
covered hand and said, "I want this lady arrested 
for destroying my personal property." 

Three of the four remained in jail until Monday, 
April 15 , on $5,000 bail, at which time jurisdiction 
was transferred to Federal court and they were re- 
leased on third party custody. 

The protestors have strong ties to the Catholic 
resistance movement and planned the Good Friday 
action to say "as clearly and forceful ly as we can, 
the war has not ended.... 

"Without our massive military and economic sup- 
port the Thieu dictatorship would topple and the war 
would come to a halt. We are trying to focus atten- 
tion on one channel through which that support is 
i 1 legal ly maintained. It is an example of blatant 
illegality even by our minimal national standards." 

Le Van Kim, Director of the Procurement office, 
denied the demonstrators' charges, claiming that the 
office "handles only purchases of rice, wheat, soy- 
bean oil, corn, cotton, and fertilizers under the 
Food for Peace program." The same statement was 
echoed by the South Vietnamese ambassador. 

"We say that both of these men are lying," 
said Mitch Synder. "I personally looked through 
hundreds of invoices [in the procurement office], 
all of them from the Rockwell Corp. [a major defense 
contractor]. None of the invoices was related to 
the purchase of commodities. 

"Funds specifically appropriated to feed star- 
ving Vietnamese are being used to support the 
national police, prisons, detention and interroga- 
tion centers, intelligence collection programs, 
systems of population control and surveillance and 
of course, the military. 


In a related development, William Hurst, the 
only white Leavenworth Brother, was found dead in 
his cell in the Wyandotte County jail on May 9« Hurst 
was charged wi thassaul t' and kidnapping four guafds 
during the July 31 rebellion. A spokesperson for the 
Leavenworth Brothers Offense/Defense Committee said 
that the circumstances surrounding Hurst's death 
are under investigation. 


"Commodities which are purchased quite often 
re shipped to Saigon and sold on the world market 
ith the proceeds being used as previously described." 
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Hey friends, please don'^t forget to send us a 
copy of your paper as it comes out. We want to keep 





THE NIXON JEWEL CAPER: "COSTUME .JEWELRY" TURNS OUT 

TO BE PRICELESS GIFT FROM SAUDI ARABIA 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON (LNS) -- Yet another investigation 
of the Nixon Administration is opening in Washing- 
ton and this time the target includes Pat Nixon and 
her daughters Julie and Tricia. At issue is a ser- 
ies of gifts, given to them by the Saudi Arabian 
government . 

The g’ifts were in the form of jewels, including 
a matched set of emeralds and diamonds (necklace, 
bracelet, earrings, ring and brooch) valued at more 
than $52,000. Other gifts, given to the Nixons in 
the period between 1969 and 1971, include a pair of 
ruby and diamond shoulder-length earrings, and two 
pins for the Nixon daughters. 

The whole story came to light only last week 
when the Washington Post reported that the Nixons 
had never reported receiving these gifts and had 
in fact kept them in their bedroom safe. According 
to federal law passed in 1966, the U.S. Chief of 
Protocol, a presidential appointee, is charged with 
keeping records of all foreign gifts to either civ- 
ilian or military personnel in all three branches of 
govemment. Up until 1969, when Nixon took office,, 
that law was assumed to include the President and 
his family. 

In fact, when Lyndon Johnson signed the 1966 
Foreign Gifts and Decoration Act he asked then 
assistant chief of protocol and legal advisor for 
the State Department Milton Mitchell, "Do I come 
under that act?" Mitchell replied that he "thought 
he did." And Johnson said, "T thought I did." 

However, soon after Nixon was inaugurated 
there was a series of "phone calls, meetings and 
an exchange of memos" about how to handle foreign 
gifts. The exchange was between then Chief of Pro- 
tocol Emil Mosbacher and John Ehrlichman. 

According to Nixon attorney and aide J. Fred 
Buzhardt, "We decided not to go on the record one 
way or the other at that time as to whether Congress 
meant the law to apply to the First Family. It had 
never been adjudicated in court." 

While they never went on record, the White 
House moved quickly to bring the entire record keep- 
ing process into the Executive Office Building, un^» 
der the jurisdiction of the White House Gifts Unit. 

The Gifts Unit was expanded, and the protocol 
office's records abolished. According to Buzhardt, 
it was decided to keep precise records on all gifts 
so that the first family "could comply with the 
law if the question were< ever raised." 

The Chief of Protocol wasoffered "access" to 


And the case of the Saudi Arabian jewels 
raises many questions. Maxine Cheshire, who inves- 
tigated the jewel caper, reported that the White 
House never acknowledged the existence of the jewels 
until an inquiry by the Washington Post came to 
its attention. In fact, norone appears to have 
known about the gifts although Buzhardt claims they 
were annomced at the time of the State visits . 

The current Chief of Protocol, Marion Smoak, 
sMd he had "never heard" of jewels being given by 
the Saudis or anyone else. Smoak f'retired" on April 
1 , about three days after a reporter asked to see 
the Gift Unit's records. The previous Protocol chief, 
Emil Mosbacher, could not be reached for comment. 

Even Mrs. Nixon's press secretary, Helen Smith, 
knew nothing o£ the jewels although Mrs. Nixon and 
her daughters have been photographed wearing them 
at state functions. Smith says she was under the 
impression that they were wearing "costume jewelry." 

The V/ashington Post first heard rumors about 
gifts of "emeralds and diamonds" in 1971 but attempts 
to get confirmation from the White House and State 
Department failed. Smith said she had never heard 
of any jewels and could not find anyone at the Gifts 
Unit who could give her information. 

Three years later, however, a reporter received 
specific information on the jewels from "sources in- 
dependent of the First Family." "White House employ- 
ees who have either retired recently or are nearing 
retirement were finally persuaded to describe what 
jewels they could recall from memory," the Post said. 

Armed with this information, the reporter went 
to Smith who then supplied the Post with a photograph 
of the jewels. She said that they had been sent on 
to the Naticaial Archives to be held in safe keeping 
for a proposed Nixon library. However a check with 
the Archives found them not there. At this point, 
late in March, General Alexander Haig, Nixon's Chief 
of Staff, advised Helen Smith to refer all further 
inquiries on the jewels to attorney Buzhardt. 

Oh March 28, on Buzhardt's advice, Mrs. Nixon 
removed a stack of jewel boxes from her wall safe 
and sent them to the Gifts Unit. 

On March 29, a clerk was instructed to pull 
the index cards on Saudi Arabian King Faisal's 1971 
visit, and visits by Prince Fahd in 1969 and 1971. 

In doing so, the clerk also pulled a card recording 
the 1972 visit of Prince Sultan, Saudi Arabia's 
Minister of Defense. Oh that card, classified under 
"Clothing" apparently because a "typical Arabian cos- 
tiome" had been given to President Nixon, there appeared 
a notation which read "jewelry for Mrs. Nixon, Julie 
and Tricia. ..a bracelet type diamond watch for Mrs 
Nixon, a brooch of rubies and diamonds for Julie 
and a brooch of sapphires and diamonds for Tricia." 


the records. However, should the Nixon definition 
of the gift act go unchallenged in court, Buzhardt 
conceded that the records would go with the Presi- 
dent's papers as part of his private collection. 
There are no duplicates of- those records anywhere. 
Through this arrangement, only Nixon, his family, 
and appointed aides know what he has received. 
Should they withhold reporting of any gifts, they 
could easily keep them in their personal possession 
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Another notation showed that those gifts had not 
been received by the Gifts Unit imtil "3/28/74", 
the day the reporter first asked to see records per- 
taining to the jewels. 

In response to questions, Buzhardt refused to 
say how many other gifts of jewels or other valuables 
the Nixons have received in the past five years. And 
, although he allowed a reporter to see the room in the 
Executive Office Building where the records are kept , 
(#614) May 22, 1974 more.... 


he refused to permit anyone to inspect, the records 
except for three index cards pertaining to the Sau- 
di Arabian gifts „ 

The Nixons are not strangers to 'a flurry of 
attention around foreign gifts. When Nixon left 
office as Vice President in 1960, he took with him» 
according to columnist Drew -Pearson, "a museum piece 
rug from the Shah of Iran, a. priceless Buddha head 
from the King of Afghanist'an, a teakwood chest in- 
laid -with mother of pearl from ISfeie, Chaing Kai-shek 
and three crateloads of gifts from Latin America 
valued at $15,000." 

Of course, these accus-ations of impropriety 
bring much pain to loyal Nixon aides who are having 
hard times these days anyway. Ken Clawson, a White 
House aide, responded to such inferences by saying, 
"No member of this First Family would ever violate 
a law of the United States of America and anyone 
who thinks they would has a warped mind." 
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NEW CANCER THREAT SEEN IN SHALE OIL PRODUCTION 

DENVER, Col. (LNS) -- When the Interior Depart- 
ment first opened federally o\med western shale oil 
land for exploitation by private industry early this 
year, serious objections to the move were raised by 
environmentalists. 

Taking his cue from Nixon's "Project Indepen- 
dence," under which the united States is to become 
self-sufficient in energy supplies by 1980, Inter- 
ior Secretary Rogers C.B. Morton claimed that it 
was "in thd national interest" to tuttn to shale oil 
to bolster the country's sagging energy resources. 

Shale oil advocates in government and indus- 
try argue that using present technology, some 80 
billion barrels of oil, more than double the known 
U.S. liquid reserves, could be recovered from shale 
deposits in Colorado, Utah, and K>5^oming, 

Environmentalists reply, however, that in the 
process, huge tracts of land would be destroyed by 
strip mining and by waste residues which occupy 
more space after processing than the shale does be- 
fore extraction. 

Plant life on the 80,000 acres of shale lands 
might be permanently destroyed and the air and water 
would be polluted with toxic by-products such as 
mercury, cadmium, lead and flourine. 

Now, according to the Los Angeles Times , 
scientists at the University of Denver .have found 
a far more serious hazard in oil shale wastes -- 
carcinogenic chemicals concentrated at more than- 
twice the level known to induce cancer in animals. 
These substances, similar to ones found in cigarette 
smoke, coal tar, and auto emissions, are seen as a 
serious pollution threat to air, underground water, 
plants and livestock in the shale' region. 

Shale oil is produced by heating crushed shale 
to 900'’ Fahrenheit, which vaporizes the solid hydro- 
carbons trapped in the rock. These petroleum vapors 
are then condensed into what is called synthetic 
crude, or "syncrude." ^ 


syncrude. More than. a..ton....of-..spent.. sh.ale, a gritty 

material resembling powdered, charcoal , as well as 
certain' gases and. a.. substantial quantity of water, 
is left behind. The spent shale and process water 
are classified as "more- than' mildly, carcinogenic," 
according to Jo.se£ J. Schmidt-Cbllerus , who heads 
the Den'ver study... - 

In l-ab.oratory exper-iffiei5.ts , a solutionc contain- 
ing 20 p.arts per million (ppm j of one of the waste 
chemicals.,, benr. .(a) pyrene, when. ..applied to the- 
skin of mice repeatedly, .has produced tumors within 
about 48- weeks. Nearly all the tumors were malignant. 

Schmidt ■^Co..lleT.us reports that .chemical analysis 

of spent shale measured. £0 'ppm of benz (a) pyrene, 
plus kno-im quanti.t.ies. of at leas.t three other carcin- 
ogenic compounds. .This ioncentration. is from 100 to 

1000 times greater, th.^ that found in the shale be- 
fore processing. The report added that there were 
reasons t.o. s.uspeet. .the.pre.sence of.o.ther substances 
in the waste that could induce mutations as well. 

The hazard. is particularly acute because huge 
amounts of- the wastes will be dumped in a relatively 
small area. A shale industry producing at the rela- 
tively modest rate of a million barrels of oil a day 

would generate about 230 tone of benz (a) pyrene a 
year, along with three million tons of other wastes. 

In the windy ar.id terrain where the shale is 
found, contaminated dust will be widely scattered 
unless, the. waste is kept .Gons.tantly wet, possibly by 
using the -cont.aminated pro.cess. water. Present plans 
being developed by industry involves compacting and 
soaking the wastes, which will be dumped in canyons 
and gullies. 

The more Garcinogenic thes.e Substances are, how- 
ever, the more soluble they are in water. Continual 
soaking of the dump areas will aggravate the problem 
of the coutaminents leakin-g out of the waste material, 
running iuto ponds and streams and the underground 
water table. From..'there it w.11.1 enter the area's 
food chain through absorption by plants. 

Moreover, shale oil workers will be exposed to 
potentially dangerous levels of carcinogens unless 
protective measures are taken. 

With the cancer rate in this country continuing 
its ste.ady rise, se-cond. only .to. h.eart disease as the 
maj or cause of ..death , . the- Denver findings shoul d give 
the govemmen.t and industry pause. Recent discover- 
ies 'of the canjce.r---causi.ng. potential of several common 
industrial ..substan-ces. w.hi^ch- were once thought safe 

are causing s.cien.tis,ts- t.o .e.stimate that -up to 80% 

of human. can.cer. cases are brought .about by. chemicals 
introduced into the environment by modem industi-y. 

the deve.lo.pers of the industry, however, are 
the same....corp.o.r.ati-ons and. agencies that have devel- 
oped the. nuclear energy, industry, and they are not 
noted for. th.eir caution in the face of serious risks 
to human health. 
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FOLKS: WE STILL REALLY NEED MONEY. OUR URGENT PLEAS 
IN APRIL D-ID NOT HELP SUFFICIENTLY. WE ARE STILL 
WAY BEHIND ON STAFF SALARIES, AND BILLS THAT MUST 
BE PAID NOW, CANNOT BE PAID. PLEASE SEND MONEY, 

AS MUCH AS YOU CAN, AND AS SOON AS YOU CAN. 


More than a ton- of .the richest Colorado shale 
must be processed for each barrel (42 gallons) of 
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A DEATH IN THE WHITE HOUSE 

INTELLIGENCE REPORT 
by Doug Porter 

(Editor’s Note: This Jiune 17 marks the second 

anniversary of the Watergate break-in® In that time 
more than enough evidence has been gathered to. estab- 
lish the Nixon administration as thoroughly corrupt, 
and to possibly impeach Nixon himself® But there 
have been other, far’-more ominous bits of informa- 
tion unearthed, through the Senate Watergate hear- 
ings as well as official and unofficial investiga- 
tions jwhich link characters in the Watergate affair 
with several suspicious deaths® 

For example, one of the five Cubans arrested 
for breaking into the Watergate on June 17, 1972 
is known to have worked with Lee Harvey Oswald® 

Last summer's Senate Watergate hearings re^ 
vealed that ex-CIA agent and White House "plumber” 

E. Howard Hunt was present in Arthur Bremer's apart- 
ment immediately after Bremer's assassination attempt 
on presidential candidate George Wallace. Hunt s 
boss, special White House counsel Charles Colsen, 
admitted that he ordered Hunt to Bremer’s apartment 
before the police arrived, supposedly to search for 
left-wing literature. 

Tony Ulasewiez, a member of the White^ House 
espionage group, the extent of whose activities^ 
has still not fully come to light, admits to being 
present in Laurel, Maryland immediately after Brem- 
er’s attempt to kill Wallace. Ulasewiez also was 
present in Chappaquidick, Mass, immediately after 
Edward Kennedy’s car accident in which Mary Jo 
Kopechne died. The House Judiciary Committee found 
this latter piece of information suspicious enough-: 
to warrant subpoenaing the Chappaquidick records 
in connection with its impeachment inquiry® 

In addition, some rather strange deaths have 
occurred involving people painfully close to the 
Watergate cast of characters. Most notably was the 
plane crash in which Dorothy Hunt, E. Howard Hunt’s 
wife, was killed. According to the recently re- 
leased White House transcripts, she was traveling 
to Chicago with an undisclosed amount of "hush 
money disignated for the Watergate burglars. But 
unofficial investigators feel that the circumstances 
surrounding the plane's crash point to possible sab- 
otage . 

This past winter Murray Chotiner, a Nixon in- 
timate and manager of his early political career, 
was run over by a truck. As a lawyer, Chotiner has 
defended major organized crime figures. (Nixon’s 
own close connections with organized crime figures 
have been detailed in more than one national publi- 
cation.) 

In addition, Chotiner was a key witness in the 
criminal case against Robert Vesco, New Jersey fin- 
ancier now living in the Bahamas to escape prosecu- 
tion. A recently convened Senate subcommittee is 
investigating a case in which Vesco is linked to a 
major heroin smuggling deal. 

The following article, distributed by the Or- 
ganizing Committee for a Fifth Estate (formerly 
Committee for Action /Research on the Intelligence 
Community — CARIC) descr ibes the death of yet an- 
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other person close to Watergate-related events , 

She is Beverly Kaye, secretary to Stephen Bull, 
who served as Secret Service agent and keeper of 
the White House tapes. 

The article’s author, Doug Porter, writes 
that "while the story is admittedly very specula- 
tive in nature, the original sources for the story 
(high government officials) are VERY credible." 

WASHINGTON (IR/LNS) -- Ever since the Watergate 
scandal began to unfold, rumors of all stripes have 
swept the nation’s capital. Many of these rumors 
have turned up in print through the efforts of ded- 
icated journalists. Most of them have been damning 
of the Nixon administration. 

But the heaviest rumor of all — that members 
of the White House staff were authorizing or en- 
couraging assassinations of individuals in a posi- 
tion to do extreme, damage to the Nixon administration 
is a stone that has been left unturned by the 
straight media. 

The mysterious death of White House secretary 
Beverly Kaye in December, 1973, is serving as the 
focus for the assassination rumors currently sweep- 
ing Washington. Highly placed sources inside the 
federal bureaucracy have told Intelligence Report 
that they believe Kay© was. murdered because she knew 
too much about the content of the White House tapes. 

Beverly Kaye began working as an executive 
secretary in the White House during the Johnson 
administration. She was, according to friends, "a 
confirmed Democratf, and very quietly anti-Nixon." 
Under the Nixon administration she worked as secret- 
ary to Stephen Bull, the Secret Service agent who 
was, and is, in dxarg©. of safekeeping tape-record- 
ings of. Presidential, conversations . The actual stor- 
ing and preservation of the tapes were among her 
daily tasks. 

With the controversy over the "eighteen minute 
gap" and the numerous inaudib-le portions of the 
White House, tapes coming to the forefront of the 
Watergate, investigations , there can be no doubt that 
Kaye would have been among the most important wit- 
nesses, that the Senate Watergate Committee, the House 
Judiciary Committee, ^d the Special Prosecutor’s 
Office could have used. And various sources have 
revealed that her testimony might have been among 
the most damaging evidence ever presented against 
the Nixon administration. 

A-c the time of her death, Beverly Kaye was 42 
years old. Divorced from her husband (who was in 
Air Force Intelligence) she lived quietly in Falls 
Church, Virginia. Through the stories that she told 
about her experience at the White House, many of 
her friends and neighbors had become convinced that 
Nixon and his aides were fully involved in the Water- 
gate bugging and cover-up long before the press and 
investigative agencies began bringing forth evidence 
to the American public. 

Shortly before Christmas, 1973, Kaye told her 
co-workers that she was feeling ill. A White House 
physician was summoned, and was in the process of 
taking her downstairs in an elevator when she repor- 
tedly collapsed. She died, according to doctors at 

George" 'Washington Hospital, of a massive stroke. 
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But did she really die of a stroke? One prom-., 
inent coroner reported that Kaye* -s death by stroke . 
represented a ^’statistical abberationo” Another 
doctor speculated that Kaye*s death could have been 
very easily caused by the injection of an air bub- 
ble into her bloodstreamo Any sort of superficial 
autopsy would have analysed this as being ar death 
caused by stroke o 

Beverly Kaye’s funeral was paid for by the 
White House o At the Everly Funeral Home in Alexan- 
dria^ Virginia^ Stephen Bull^ the Secret Service 
agent that Kaye worked for^ refused to allow the 
casket to be opened o Allegedly this was because 
of facial disfigurement, but it is normal during 
high class funerals (such as this one) that cosmetic 
methods are used to make the deceased suitable for 
viewing o 

* * * , 

"Termination with extreme prejudice" is the 
term used by intelligence agencies for assassina- 
tions. It is considered a standard tool by most 
countries with large intelligence forces, including 
the United States. Opposition politicians, secur- 
ity risks, and "trotfblemakers" are regularly assass- 
inated by security forces in countries under mili- 
tary dictatorships like Greece, Chile, and South 
Vietnam. 

In South Vietnam, the Central Intelligence AgeHf" 
cy set up a program for mass assassinations of pol- 
itical opponents known as the Phoenix Program. Over 
40,000 civilians were executed without trial dur- 
ing the peak years of the Vietnam war by Phoenix 
assassination teams. The program continues today 
under the name "F-6". 

Many of the techniques and technological advan- 
ces developed during the Vietnam war have been put 
ta use by security agehcies in the United States. 

Some sources in Washington D.C. are wondering wheth- 
er or not assassination is one of the techniques 
that have come home from the war. 

Clearly, there is no hard evidence to support 
any claims of assassinations at this time. But a 
key element in the assassination programs of in-- 
telligence agencies is "plausible denial"“-a good 
alibi, and a good cover. One thing that is clear 
is that the Nixon Administration has benefited 
from all of these deaths. 
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LEGISLATOR HITS ABORTION AID TO POOR 

ELYRIA, Ohio (LNS)--State Senator Robert J. 

Corts ,, chairman of an Ohio State Senate panel on 
the state's abortion bill, has said he will push 
for a ban on medicaid reimbursement for welfare 
mothers receiving abortions, 

Corts denied that his amendment would effect- 
ively prohibits abortions for the poor. Instead, 
he suggested, the poor should save money from their 
welfare payments and "buy an abortion instead of 
foodo ” 


[Note to editors: See packet #611 for background on 
Santiago Pact coalition and pre-election political 
violence. Also, see packet #612 for graphics.] 

NEARLY THREE-QUARTERS OF DOMINICAN REPUBLIC'S 
VOTERS BOYCOTT ELECTION AS BALAGUER "WINS" THIRD TERM 

SANTO DOMINGO, Dom. Rep. (LNS) — Dr. Joaquin Bala- 
guer.took office for a third term onlMay 16 when he 
succeeded in winning another presidential election 
in which he ran virtually unopposed. 

Up until May 15, Balaguer's prospects of winning 
the election legitimately were less thanhbpeful 
since he faced an opposition slate which, according 
to most observers, had massive support in the Domini- 
can Republic's cities and rural areas. 

The slate-- a coalition called the Santiago Pact 
--represented, five parties, including the Dominican 
Revolutionary Party (PRD) the nation's largest mass- 
based party, and a strong lefist voice in the country. 

However, on Wednesday, May: 15, the slate's candi- 
date, Antonio Guzman, withdrew from the election and 
called for a. boycott, charging "electoral fraud." 
Specifically, G-uzman cited the Balaguer electoral 
commission's decision to allow voters to cast their 
ballots in any voting place in the country, rather 
than in neighborhood polling places. In addition, the 
commission decided to approve, the use of voter I.D. 
cards with no signatures or photos. 

Guzman charged that such procedures would permit 
Balaguer's party ta organize their supporters to vote 
more than once. 1^':.transporting. Balaguer supporters 
from town to town-- often hours apart — they could vote 
numerous tijnes.. Without valid I.D . proof, there would 
be no way to challenge the ballots after the election. 
In the 19.7D- election, some Balaguer supporters were 
known to have voted as many as five times each. 

The charge of election fraud was only the latest 
in a series of. .criticisms made by Guzman who had pub- 
licly condemned the ''atmosphere of violence" which 
Balaguer had fomeated in the weeks before the election, 
escalating the tactics that have maiked his entire 
regime. More than 12 people were killed by Dominican 
police and army troops in the two weeks prior to the 
election, most at demonstrations and public meetings 
organized to support the Santiago slate. 

By Wednesday evening, on the eve of the election, 
Balaguer faced no opposition, except for one candidate 
of a party so small as to be termed a "family business" 
by the New York Times . The two other candidates, be- 
sides Guzman, supported the boycott. 

The results of the election gave dramatic evidence 
that even running unopposed, Balaguer could not Vail y 
a substantial show of support. In fact, it appears that 
nearly three quarters of the 2 million registered vot- 
ers participated in the boycott. 

About half of the nation's voters abstained alto- 
gether-- a risky move in a oountry where voting is 
mandatory and where people have been known to lose 
their jobs for boycotting an election. 


--30-- 

(Thanks to The Spokeswoman for the information in 
this short. 
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Forty percent of the ballots actually cast were 
purposely spoiled by the voters--either by placing an 
empty envelope in the um, by writing obscenities on 
the ballot or simply by putting an old newspaper clip- 
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ping ox a candy wrapper in the envelope. Most of 
these people were thought to have gone to the polls 
out of fear of what would happen if they didn't. 

Of the votes which were legitimately cast, the 
tin> Popular Democratic party got nearly 15% of the 

^ VtC 

Now that the ritual charade of elections is over, 
With Baiaguer still in power, the campaign of terror 
and political assassination which, preceded the elec- 
tion IS sure to continue. Pressure against the Baia- 
guer regime is bound to increase as a result of this 
latest election fraud. Calls for the election to be 
-,, 0 'ided are already being made in the press and at 
public, meetings.. 
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{See packet #595 for other information on the SLA. 

See also graphics in this packet . ] 

SIX S.L.A. MEMBERS DIE IN MASSIVE POLICE ASSAULT IN 
LOS AJMGELES: DEATHS LEAVE MANY QUESTIONS 
UNANSWERED 

LIBERATION News Service 

LOS ANGELES, (LNS) -- In a hail of bullets and 
raging fire, six members of the Symbionese Liberation 
Army (SLA) were killed May 17 in what was reported 
to be the most brutal police assault in Los Angeles 

hrstory. 

For almost an hour, more than 500 armed police 
and FBI agents exchanged gunfire with people inside a 
house in the predominantly black south central sec- 
tion of Los Angeles,, Then, the house suddenly and 
mysteriously burst into flames and was allowed by 
police to burn uncontrolled for over an hour. In the 
end, ail that was left were ashes. 

The attack on the house was described as similar 
to a military firefight. gas-masked policeman 

was heard saying, "It's just like Vietnam." And 
Newsweek 's Peter S. Greenberg reported hearing one 
cop yelling into his radio: "Let me use the fragmen- 
tation bombs. It's the only way I can take this pad.' 
His request was denied but apparently the FBI had 
already begun using fragmentation grenades. According 
to one report, reporters and police were both pinned 
down tor 10 minutes by grenade fragments peppering 
the V I cinity . 

The only casualties were those people inside the 
house. No one was reported to be wounded by SLA gun 

tiTe., 

.identification of those inside the house was 
made by ihe office of the Los Angeles County Coroner 
with the use of dental records. Dr, Thomaa.cNoguchi 
ide.ntitied the bodies as: Donald Defreeze, Nancy 

Ling Perry, Patricia Soltysik, Camilla Hall, Angela 
Atwood, and William Wolfe. All had previously been 
named by police sources as members of the SLA. Ac- 
cording to two different sources, Patricia Hearst and 
two unidentified black men were in the attacked house 
anywhere from four to 24 hours previous to the police 

as.^aultc 

Rea'.-tion to the vicious att.ack on the Los Angeles 
w.as quick, and similar from several directions. The 
next day, residents of the south Los Angeles community 


demonstrated to protest the attack, complaining 
that the police acted in complete dis)?i^ard for 
people who live in the area. And the father’ °f 
Angela Atwood complained that his daughter had been 
"murdered" by police. He noted that "they (police) 
wouldn't even let the fire department in to put 
out the fire," 

Certainly the aftermath of the attack has left 
control of the strange das e still firmly in the 
hands of police authorities and the FBI. Not only 
Were there no survivors of the shoot-out who could 
help explain the 104 day mystery, but there were not 
even bodies left that could be identified by anyone 
other than the coroner's office. 

And reports from Los Angeles of a seemingly 
senseless shoplifting attempt rby SLA members, 
random spraying of machine gun fire and the waving 
of guns and knives in an intimidating way at people 
they had asked for help, leaves the general behavior 
of those alleged to be the SLA as confusing as ever. 

With the May 19 statement by the FBI that Pat- 
ricia Hearst should be considered "armed and danger- 
ous," certainly she and her traveling companions 
have been placed in a position to be also "justi- 
fiably" killed by authorities. All of which leads 
to the startling realization that with the death 
of the six people on May 17, a situation exists 
where alO. of those in a position to clear up the 
mysteries surrounding the SLA could soon be dead. 

Though the establishment press and some elements 
on the left have been willing to take the SLA at 
face value, many people close to movement activities 
have felt ill at ease about some of the unanswered 
questions surrounding the case. The Marcus Foster 
killing, the kidnap and conversion of Patricia 
Hearst and the questionable past of Donald DeFreeze 
(Cinque) are all areas of discussion that may never 
be totally understood. 

According to people working with the Organizing 
Committee for Fifth Estate (OCFE) -- a group that 
does research on U.S. intelligence operations -- 
DeFreeze 's past connections with police deserve 
some scrutiny. The 30 year old DeFreeze, according 
to his probation records, was arrested 13 times in 
his lifetime. Almost every arrest had to do with 
firearms or bombs of some sort. 

OCFE points out that the most significant of 
these arrests took place on December 2, 1967 in 
Los Angeles County. Probation records show the in- 
itial charges against him to be "Buying and selling 
stolen property -- pistols and rifles stolen from 
Western Surplus Store ... " Later DeFreeze led police 
to the house of a friend, Ronald Coleman, who was 
also charged with buying and selling stolen property. 

According to Coleman's arrest records, "Co-de£- 
dant (DeFreeze) led police officers to Coleman's 
apartment after previously engaging the defendant 
(Coleman) in a telephone Gonversation and arranged 
for entrance into the defendant's apartment." In 
that raid, police confiscated over 200 weapons. 

On July IS, 1968, both DeFreeze and Coleman 
pleaded guilty to lesser charges and on December 
13, 1968, DeFreeze wassentenced to five years pro- 
bation and Coleman to three years probation. Two 
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letters written by DeFreeze's wife Gloria to the trial 
judge during the time he was in jail awaiting senten- 
cing are particularly interesting o 

The first letter, dated August 25, 1968, reads : 
in part : "As a result of his cooperation in November 
of '67, he has been shot twice, I have been shot at 
and our family hasl'been threatened = We haven’t had any 
police protection nor would they even come to our 
house." The second letter was dated September, 1968, 
and said in part: "Your honor, I am writing for my hus- 
band's freddom. He helped recover weapons for the po- 
lice and they promised to help him in return." 

According to OCFE, this was the first connection 
between DeFreeze and current California Attorney Gen- 
eral Evelle Younger. At the time of DeFreeze's 1967 
arrest, Younger was Los Angeles District Attorney. 
People familiar with the use of agent-provocateurs in 
Los Angeles now believe that DeFreeze was being used 
by the Los Angeles Pblice Department to run guns to 
Ron Karenga's group United Slaves (US), US was a po- 
lice-inflitrated black nationalist group in vehement 
opposition to the Black Panther Party in Los Angeles, 

The efforts of US to undermine the Panthers even- 
tually led to the assassinations, on the UCLA canqDus, 
of Panthers Bunchy Carter and John Huggins. Two US 
members, known as the Stiner brothers, were tried and 
convicted for those murders. In an unusual escape the 
Stiner brothers walked away from a California prison 
about a month ago . 

In the period from his probationary sentence on 
the guns-selling charge until he was finally confin- 
ed to Vacaville prison in California in 1971, DeFreeze 
was involved in a series of arrests and releases that 
seem peculiar considering the mood of the country in 
the late 60 's. Also to be considered are the facts t 
that he was black and that during the time of all 
these arrests he was on probation, known to be a "re- 
peater. " 

On March 10, 1968, he was arrested in California 
on burglary charges. The charges were dropped. On 
August 16, 1968, he was charged with stealing a motor- 
cycle. Tlie charges were dropped. On March 20, 1969, 
he was picked up with a loaded 9-milimeter semi-auto- 
matic rifle with 32 rounds in the clip. Charges were 
dropped though his probation at the time forbid the 
possession of firearms or explosives. 

A probation hearing was scheduled but DeFreeze 
did not appear. On May 9, 1969, he and a companion, 
Ralph Cobb, were charged with kidnapping and extor- 
tion in Newark, New Jersey when, claiming to be Black 
Pahthers, they kidnapped; a. man -and demanded $5,000 
for his release. Cobb was tried and acquitted. Char- 
ges against^ DeFreeze were dropped, according to his 
police records, because he was wanted in California 
for "a far more serious crime." DeFreeze was extra- 
dited to California. 


Attorney of Los Angeles, According to a report by 
a private investigator working for Vincent Bugliosi, 
the man who is currently running against Younger 
in his bid for reelection as state Attorney General, 
the pages in the court records containing: the argu-- 
ments for and against issuing the subpoena are "li- 
terally missing" from the transcript of the trial. 

When placed in Vacaville the official report on 
DeFreeze was certainly negative. He was described 
as " a high risk danger to society" and it was said 
that, if released, , "he will return to his same vio- 
lent career." Yet, despite the fact that this was 
the official word on him, he was treated as a mini- 
mum security prisoner. 

After meeting William Wolfe arid Russell Little 
(one of those charged with the killing of Marcus Fos- 
ter) through iae Black Cultural Center in Vacaville, 
DeFreeze was transferred to Soledad in December, 1972. 
In March, 1973, he escaped. 

Raymond Prociaiier, the director of the Calif- 
ornia grison system, said that DeFreeze had a good 
prison -.record and had leariled the skill of boiler 
repair. This, according to Procunier, fooled prison 
authorities into giving! him a minimum security 
status that made his escape possible. 

Another reputed member of the SLA, Theo Wheeler, 
es caped from Vacavil le about five months after De - 
Freeze escaped from Soledad. Wheeler, who was known 
by prison authorities to have connections with Ven~ 
ceremos, a Bay Area radical group, was alsOf'given 
a minimum security job mowing grass on a baseball 
field. Like DeFreeze, his escape consisted of just 
walking away. 

DeFreeze and Wheeler knew each other when they 
were both in Vacaville. This has lead some people to 
speculate that Wheeler was allowed to escape so that 
he could- lead DeFreeze to possible underground mem- 
bers of the Venceremos arganization. The California 
authorities believed Veneeremos was operating on a 
clandestine level after the organization officially 
broke up after several of its members were convicted 
of helping a prisoner escape in 1972 . 

California authorities apparently are sensitive 
enough to the chargessthat DeFreeze might have been 
working for them to issue responses. The prison sys- 
tem has flatly denied that it has ever allowed iny- - 
one to escape intentional ly. .And the Los Angeles 
Police Department, in direct to both the public 
record and to documents that have been leaked, con- 
tends that it has no record that DeFreeze ever worked 
as an informant for them. 

Evelle Younger has issued a statement saying: 

"Any allegation that I, or my effing, had any rela- 
tionship with DeFreeze is totally and completely 
false . " 


Finally, in November, 1969, DeFreeze was arrest- 
ed for the last time. Los Angeles County Court records 
list the charges against DeFreeze as two counts of 
assault to committmurder, one count of first degree 
robbery, and one count of possession of a fraudulent 
check. On November 18, 1971, DeFreeze was sentenced 
to state prison and began serving time in Vacaville. 

During his trial, DeFreeze acted as his own at- 
torney and subpoenaed Evelle Younger, then District 


Certainly, none of the evidenceiis conclusive, 
though it does raise serious doubts. And on May 17, 
the Los Angeles police and the FBI made certain 
that Donald DeFreeze would never be able to explain 
what was really going on. 
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Folks, if you haven't paid your May bill yet, please 
do. We need money bad! PLEASE HELP! 
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[See graphics section for photo to go with this.] 

BACK BAY TAXI DRIVERS ASSOCIATION STRIKE AGAINST 
TOWN TAXI ENTERS FOURTH WEEK; 

UNION SEES "A LONG, HARD BITTER STRUGGLE" 

BOSTON, Mass , (;.WS1 ” -The first taxi strike in 
Boston history is in its fourth week as the Back 
Bay Taxi Drivers Association CBLTDA) fights Town 
Taxi- -Boston's third largest cab company. 

A union spokesperson says that the strike is 
80% effective. "Out of 120 cabs, 24 to 30 are 
out during the day and 10 to 15 at night." 

The BBTDA is an independent union that 
signed its first contract at Town a year ago. The 
contract won the best commission rates , (50% for 
five 9-hour shifts per week) and the best benefits 
in the Boston cab industry. 

At issue now is the pension fund--created by 
taking a nickel off the top of every fare since 
1966 --which is administered by Town Taxi president 
Victor Nyer. 

Nyer is the son-in-law of Frank Sawyer. Saw- 
yer owns Town Taxi, Checker Taxi, Brookline Cab, 

Red Cab, Airways Transportation Co., two tour bus 
companies, numerous parking lots and the New Eng- 
land Avis Franchise. 

The pension fund issue was not settled in the 
BBTDA' s April, 1973 contract. Instead, the union 
accepted a six-month "reopener" clause to give the 
company time to have an actuarial study of the 
fund. Negotiations reopened in October, but after 
remaining deadlocked through 15 sessions, they were 
broken off when the strike began on April 24. 

Nyer had said that he would "not consider" 
the BBTDA' s demands. "I'm not interested in what 
they want there--we're going to maintain control 
(of the fund.)" 

Even with outflow for pensions, Blue Cross/ 
Blue Shield, life insurance and "administrative 
costs," the pension fund now amounts to over 
$300,000. It's administrative trustee is Nyer, 
who with two other company trustees and one union 
trustee, controls the investments and can amend 
the payment schedule. 

In 1970, these trustees passed several amend- 
ments affecting elegibility for pensioiis. "The 
eligibility requirements are so severe," Bob Levy 
of the BBTDA told phe Boston Phoenix . An employee 
can collect--$100 aTnoifth-- after 25 consecutive 
years at age 60, 

Nyer, however, became eligible to receive a 
pension despite the fact the he was then 3-4 years 
away from his 60th birthday. This was accomplished 
by a rule change making any employee eligible af- 
ter 30 years regardless of age--Nyer happened to 
have worked about 35 years . 

Presently, only 15 pensions are being paid 
out per month--and only six of those go to drivers. 

The union wants the pension funded out of com- 
pany profits, not out of the nickel. They also 
want shorter eligibility requirements, citing the 
high turnover in the industry as well as a pension 
raise from $100 to $250 a month. 

The union is also asking that the company--. 
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not the pension fund--pay for medical and life in- 
surance and that these benefits be increased. 

Another demand is that money be put into the pen- 
sion fund in the name of each employee and accord- 
ing to a certain schedule which would give drivers 
benefits at retirement age based on a graduated 
scale of years of work. 

Finally, the union wants BBTDA members to have 
the majority of the trusteeship positions on the 
pension fund board and they want a rule that each 
member must counters!^ checks. 

The BBTDA also cited nine points that indica- 
ted bad faith on the part of Town Taxi. These in- 
clude an incident in which the company towed away 
cabs parked outside the union office on Massachu- 
setts Avenue as well as a list of deliberate con- 
tract violations on the part of the company, 

Nyer claims that a study commissioned from 
Wamer-Watson, an accounting firm located in a 
wealthy Boston suburb, alleges that the fund can't 
afford to pay out any more than it does now. 

BBTDA has a copy of the report and says that 
Nyer's conclusions are the "biggest bunch of ba- 
loney Town Taxi has ever come up with." It notes 
that the cost of the plan per year is a mere $32,304 
--this includes pensions paid out, medical and life 
insurance premiums and administrative costs , 

Furthermore, the study bases its conclusions 
in large part on turnover rates in the taxi indus- 
try. But the rates used are those computed for 
American industry as a whole and not for the taxi 
industry. While the study used the turnover rate 
of 15% per year, BBTDA, from its own records at 
Town Taxi, puts the rate at 300%. 

Union negotiator Bob Levy wrote to Warner- 
Watson asking what the fund could pay out if the 
turnover rate were 30%, (not even close to the actual 
rate of 300%) . They wrote back saying that they 
had been commissioned by Town Taxi and couldn't an- 
swer but they admitted that such a question would 
require a completely new study. 

Consumer protection, though not specifically 
at issue in the strike, is one of the union's "on- 
going concerns," says Levy . 

"For years, the large fleet owners have sought 
to maximize their profits by minimizing their ex- 
penses like maintenance. The public is caught in 
the middle, in unsafe, dirty cabs." 

The BBTDA has requested that inspectors from 
the State Registry of Motor Vehicles check the 
conditions of Town Taxi's fleet. 

About 15 pickets have been gathering each day 
at the morning and evening shift changes in addition 
to the 2 or 3 strikers picketing 24 hours a day. 

Striking cab driver, David Keith according to 
The Boston Phoenix , was arrested during the first 
week of the strike for allegedly kicking at a cab 
as it moved through the picket line. 

"I told them," said Sgt’. Richard Crowley of 
the Fourth Precinct, part of a special police detail 
hired by the company, "not to kick at cabs." 
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BBTDA spokespeople said that cars belonging 
to union members have been damaged and that Vic- 
tor Nyer had tried to run down a group of pickets. 

A criminal complaint of driving to endanger 
was filed agianst him but was dismissed for lack 
of evidence when police witness Fourth Precinct 
patrolman Robert Malloy failed to appear. 

Nyer, who called it a trumped-up charge, 
told The Boston Ledger that "Since it was dropped, 

I don't think you should entertain the idea of 
writing that. I have two sons who are attorneys 
and I ' 11 use them, " 

Checker (the largest Boston cab company) and 
Brookline , two of Frank Sawyer's companies, are 
presently negotiating with another taxi union. 

Sawyer undoubtedly feels that big union gains at 
Town Taxi would set a dangerous precedent. 

And the BBTDA is aware of that. One union 
member told The Boston Phoenix that he was prepared 
for "a long, hard, bitter struggle." 

-30- 

*************************************************** 

UNION MEMBERS COME TO AID OF BLACK FAIvlILY 
HARASSED BY RACIST ATTACKS 

DETROIT, Mich . (LNS) -- Labor union volunteers 
have set up guard duty outside a black family's 
home in a predominantly white neighborhood to pro- 
tect it from further attacks of vandalism. 

According to the Washington Post , Joe Madison, 
director of the Detroit NAACP, said he asked the 
United Auto Workers and the AFL-CIO for help in 
the project, and dozens of union members volun- 
teered. 

Shifts of 5 persons began guarding the home 
of Mayroit Richards, 34, and her six children on 
May 17. Their residence has been subjected to a 
series of attacks since they moved into the p)re- 
viously all-white neighborhood last July. 

The windows have been stoned, dead fish scat- 
tered on the front yard, cars driven over the lawn, 
and fish nailed to the garage. Madison said union 
members have also offered to repair the damage to 
the home--estimated at about $400. 

Mrs Richards, who had said she would move be- 
cause of the incidents, said she had decided to 
remain after the union members came to her 
defense , 

-30- 

************************************************** 

HEAD 0F.,CH1LEAN' 'JUNTA.I'!UNWANTED" BY BUENOS AIRES 

BUENOS AIRES(LNS)-- The City Council of Buenos 
Aires adoped a resolution on May 15 declaring Gen. 
Augusto Pinochet, head of the Chilean junta, to be 
"an unwanted person within the limits of the city..." 
Pinochet was scheduled to meet with Argentine Pres- 
ident Juan Peron on May 16. That meeting, scheduled 
for Buenos Aires, took place outside the city lim- 
its after the Council's resolution. 

In its statement, prepared by leftist Peron- 
istscoimcil members, the Council described Pinochet 
As, "A man who carries on his shoulders the burden 


of the slaying, the torture, and the disappearance 
of thousands of Chileanscomrades ; a man who heads 
a military junta that attempts to subdue a fraternal 
people through violence...." The Council promised, 
"Chileans. , .We are with you and we shall keep on I 
giving you proof of our solidarity." --30-- 
@@§@@@@@@§@@@@@@@@@§@@@@@@@@@@@@@©@@@@@©@@@§@@@@@@(1 
[See graphics to go with this story. Also see pack- 
ets #558, #564, and #59 [for background on strike 
and more graphics.] 

SCAB UNION ATTEMPTS BRIBERY TO BREAK HARLAN 
COUNTY MINERS' STRIKE 

HARLANF COUNTY i .Kentucky (LNS) --The President of 
the Southern Labor Union,' (5LU) was caught May 3, 
attempting to bribe two Brookside miners to convince 
their fellow strikers to return to work at the East- 
over Mining Company. One hundred and sixty miners 
have bean on strike for 10 months because Eastover, 
a subsidiary of Duke Power--the nation's sixthrtich- 
est utility company-- refuses to recognize the Uni- 
ted Mine Workers of America j(0MWA) as the miners' 
bargaining agent. 

SLU is a scab union used by coal operators in 
eastern Kentucky and Tennessee to keep the UMWA 
from organizing their mines. 

In the fifth of a series of meetings, SLU pres- 
ident Paul Byrge offered Carl Noe and Ron Curtis 
$5000 if they would work to break the strike. How- 
ever, Byrge didn't know that Crutis and Noe were 
wearing concealed tape recorders , and that a UMWA 
Journal photographerswas stationed in the woods 
nearby with a telephoto lens. 

Both Curtis and Noe, who were keeping UMWA of- 
ficials appraised off the cash payoffs throughout 
the series of meetings, turned in total of $680 
in cash received from the SLU. The money will be 
turned over to the National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB) as evidence in an unfair labor practice suit 
that the union is filing against the company. 

SLU came to the Brookside mine in 19'70,just 
5 days after Duke Power bought the mine . "They 
laid everybody off, and then they hired about 11 
men that they knew would vote for Southern Labor. 
They explained it to them before they even hired 
them and they got Southern Labor in," said Jerry 
Johnson, one of the strikers. 

As soon as the SLU contract expired, the Brook- 
side miners voted 113-55 in an NLRB election held 
June 26, 1973> to make the UMWA their bargaining 
agent. In July, the miners walked out on strike 
after Duke refused to negotiate .The mine has remain- 
ed idle ever since. 

"We 'worked for three years against our will 
under the Southern Labor Union with no safety pro- 
tection, miderable medical care, and union officials 
you couldn't tell apart from the bosses. If they 
think any amount of money could get the Brookside 
miners to go back under the SLU, they're crazy," 
said Curtis. 

Another charge the UMWA filed with- the NLRB 
states that Duke Power officials have been coercing 
new miners at the company's Highsplint mine, also 
in Harlan County, to sign SLU union cards. 
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TOP RIGHT: Los Angeles policeman 
firing at house holding six members 
of the S-ymbionese Liberation Army 
as residents flee,. The rifle he 
is using is nearly identical to 
the A:my'‘s M-I 60 Over 600 police 
and 'FBI partieipated in the assault. 

MAI BE USED WITH THE STORY ON 
PAGE ? OF THIS PACKET (#614), 


TOP LEFT: 

Top photo: Far right , UMWA Brookside 
miner. Ron Cuttis, receives a secret 
cash payment of $140 from Southern 
Labor Union Field Representative Noah 
Harris, Hidden by the tree at left 
are Brookside miner Carl Noe, and SLU 
President Paul Byrge, 

Middle photo: SLU Field Representative 
Harris hands UMWA Brookside miner Carl 
Noe, (hidden by tree), his $140 pay- 
ment, Brookside miner, Ron Curtis, 
stands at far right. 

Bottom photo: Left to right, Brook- 
side miner Ron Curtis (back to camera), 
SLU Field Representative Noah Harris, 
SLU President Paul Byrye (in glasses) , 
and Brookside miner C&rl Noe (far right 
with hat ) o 

MAI BE USED WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 10 
OF THIS PACKET (#814), 

CREDIT: Earl Dotter/UMWA/LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: House holding six SLA 
members is engulf ed in flames after 
70 minute assault by the Los Angeles 
Police Department and the FBI, Fire 
trucks were prevented from approaching 
the scene until the house was nearly 
leveled, 

MAI BE USED WITH THE STORY STARTING 
ON PAGE ? OF THIS PACKET (#614), 


BOTTOM LEFT: Striker talks 

with non-striking driver of 
the Town Taxi fleet in Boston, 

MAI BE USED WITH THE STORY ON 
PAGE 9 OF THIS PACKET (#614), 

CREDIT: Ken Kobre/BOSTON PHOENIX/ 
LNS 




GRAPHIC CREDITS FOR THIS PAGE 

You can cut these out and paste them with 
the graphic they refer to. See the back of 
this page for proper placement. 

CREDIT: Bea We idner/ WOMENS SURVIVAL MANUAL 

CREDIT: OFF OUR BACKS/WOMENS SURVIVAL MANUAL/LNS 




TOP LEFT CREDIT: Hereth/LNS 


TOP RIGHT CREDIT: OFF OUR BACKS/WOMENS SURVIVAL 
MANUAL/LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: Pat Nixon wearing earrings and neck- 
lace that are part of the diamond and emerald set 
(below) , appraised at $52,400, that was a gift to the 
President from Saudi Arabian Prince Fahd„ The 
Nixons didn't record the gift' and they kept them 
in their personal coll ectionsv contrary to the 1966 
Foreign Gifts and Decoration Act. 

GOES WITH STORY PAGE 3. 


BOTTOM LEFT CREDIT: Bea Weidner/WOMENS SUR- 
VIVAL MANUAL/LNS 
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